Assessment

What has changed? Why?
▪ In 2014, the government issued a new national curriculum which all
schools now have to follow.
▪ The national curriculum outlines exactly what children need to be
taught and must learn at each stage of their education.
▪ In the old national curriculum, children’s progress was measured and
recorded using levels. This system of assessment has now gone: we
will no longer be presenting children’s progress using levels.
▪ We now need to assess whether pupils are ‘on track’ to achieve age
related expectations for their given year group.

How are we now assessing pupils?
▪ At Ardleigh Green we are using the ‘Symphony Assessment System’
to monitor our pupils’ progress and identify next steps in their
learning.
▪ Symphony clearly outlines the objectives that children need to cover
each term in order to be on track and secure in their year group’s
curriculum.
▪ Symphony provides teachers, parents and pupils with a detailed and
accurate ‘grade’ which relates to the year group’s curriculum they are
working on.

Termly expectations
In reading, writing
and mathematics
children will be given
a ‘grade’ which
relates to their age
related expectation.
The table (right)
outlines a child who is
‘on track’ to reach
end of year
expectations journey
through our school.

The number relates to
the year group
curriculum your child is
working on.

The letter tells you how close to being
secure in the curriculum your child is
(E = emerging, D = developing and
S = secure)

Autumn

Spring

Summer

Year 1

1E

1D

1S

Year 2

2E

2D

2S

Year 3

3E

3D

3S

Year 4

4E

4D

4S

Year 5

5E

5D

5S

Year 6

6E

6D

6S

In the non-core subjects and science, teachers
assess pupils at either emerging, expected or
exceeding age related expectations.

Why have we chosen this system?

We believe that symphony is an effective, accurate and valuable form
of assessment because:
▪ the curriculum is broken down into manageable and progressive steps
to learning;
▪ everyone will be clear about the exact curriculum individual pupils
are working on and what we need to do to move forward;
▪ it is based solely on the national curriculum and written by teaching
professionals.

What implications do these changes have?

The national curriculum has dramatically increased expectations on all
children at every stage of their learning, therefore:
▪ during this transition period there are significant gaps in content
coverage to catch up on (please see symphony grids);
▪ children who may have been working beyond expectations last year
may not be anymore;
▪ In each year group there are non negotiable objectives which
children must be secure in before they can be assessed as on track.

What hasn’t changed?
Despite all the changes that have taken place, the fundamentals of
teaching and learning at Ardleigh Green remain:
▪ your child will receive high quality teaching every day;
▪ your child will have targets in maths, reading and writing;
▪ your child’s teacher will know exactly what it is that your child needs
to do to make progress;
▪ your child will be challenged and expected to work hard in order to
reach their full potential;
▪ We will do our best to ensure that your child is ready for the next
stage in their education.

KS1 assessments
Children will sit tests in:
▪ Mathematics (arithmetic
and reasoning);
▪ Spelling, punctuation
and grammar;
▪ Reading.

Writing will be
teacher assessed.

KS1: Maths expectations
▪ The pupil can add 2 two-digit numbers within 100 (e.g. 48 + 35) and can
demonstrate their method.
▪ The pupil can subtract mentally a two-digit number from another two-digit number
when there is no regrouping required (e.g. 74 − 33).
▪ The pupil can recognise the inverse relationships between addition and subtraction
and use this to check calculations and work out missing number problems (e.g. Δ −
14 = 28).
▪ The pupil can recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 2, 5 and 10
multiplication tables to solve simple problems, demonstrating an understanding of
commutativity as necessary (e.g. knowing they can make 7 groups of 5 from 35
blocks and writing 35 ÷ 5 = 7; sharing 40 cherries between 10 people and writing
40 ÷ 10 = 4; stating the total value of six 5p coins).
▪ The pupil can identify 1/3 , 1/4 , 1/2 , 2/4 , ¾ of a number or set of objects.

KS1: Maths expectations
▪ The pupil can use different coins to make the same amount (e.g.
pupil uses coins to make 50p in different ways; pupil can work out
how many £2 coins are needed to exchange for a £20 note).
▪ The pupil can read scales in divisions of ones, twos, fives and tens in
a practical situation where all numbers on the scale are given (e.g.
pupil reads the temperature on a thermometer or measures
capacities using a measuring jug).
▪ The pupil can read the time on the clock to the nearest 15 minutes.
The pupil can describe properties of 2-D and 3-D shapes (e.g. the
pupil describes a triangle: it has 3 sides, 3 vertices and 1 line of
symmetry; the pupil describes a pyramid: it has 8 edges, 5 faces, 4
of which are triangles and one is a square).

KS1: Reading expectations
The pupil can:
▪ read accurately most words of two or more syllables
▪ read most words containing common suffixes
▪ read most common exception words.
In age-appropriate books, the pupil can:
▪ read words accurately and fluently without overt sounding and blending, e.g. at
over 90 words per minute
▪ sound out most unfamiliar words accurately, without undue hesitation.
In a familiar book that they can already read accurately and fluently, the pupil can:
▪ check it makes sense to them
▪ answer questions and make some inferences on the basis of what is being said and
done.

KS1: Writing expectations
The pupil can write a narrative about their own and others’ experiences (real and fictional), after
discussion with the teacher:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

demarcating most sentences with capital letters and full stops and with some use of question marks
and exclamation marks
using sentences with different forms in their writing (statements, questions, exclamations and
commands)
using some expanded noun phrases to describe and specify
using present and past tense mostly correctly and consistently
using co-ordination (or / and / but) and some subordination (when / if / that / because)
segmenting spoken words into phonemes and representing these by graphemes, spelling many
correctly
spelling many common exception words
spelling some words with contracted forms
adding suffixes to spell some words correctly in their writing e.g. –ment, –ness, –ful, –less, –ly
using the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters in some of their writing
writing capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another and to
lower case letters
using spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters.

KS1: Grammar expectations
Pupils should be taught to:
▪ learn how to use both familiar and new punctuation correctly, including: full
stops, capital letters, exclamation marks, question marks, commas for lists and
apostrophes for contracted forms and the possessive (singular);
▪ use sentences with different forms: statement, question, exclamation,
command;
▪ use expanded noun phrases to describe and specify [for example, the blue
butterfly];
▪ use the present and past tenses correctly and consistently including the
progressive form;
▪ use subordination (using when, if, that, or because) and co-ordination (using
or, and, or but);
▪ use some features of written Standard English.

KS1: Grammar expectations
Word:
▪ formation of nouns using suffixes such as –ness, –er and by compounding
[for example, whiteboard, superman];
▪ formation of adjectives using suffixes such as –ful, –less;
▪ use of the suffixes –er, –est in adjectives and the use of –ly in Standard
English to turn adjectives into adverbs.
Sentence:
▪ subordination (using when, if, that, because) and co-ordination (using or, and,
but);
▪ expanded noun phrases for description and specification [for example, the
blue butterfly, plain flour, the man in the moon];
▪ how the grammatical patterns in a sentence indicate its function as a
statement, question, exclamation or command.

KS1: Grammar expectations
Text:
▪ correct choice and consistent use of present tense and past tense throughout
writing;
▪ use of the progressive form of verbs in the present and past tense to mark
actions in progress [for example, she is drumming, he was shouting].
Punctuation:
▪ use of capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks to
demarcate sentences;
▪ commas to separate items in a list;
▪ apostrophes to mark where letters are missing in spelling and to mark
singular possession in nouns [for example, the girl’s name].

KS2 SATs
Children will sit tests in:
▪ Mathematics (arithmetic
and reasoning);
▪ Spelling, punctuation
and grammar;
▪ Reading.

Writing will be teacher
assessed.
Results will be presented
in a numerical
standardised score with
100 representing a child
who is securely at age
related expectations.

KS2: Maths expectations
▪ The pupil can demonstrate an understanding of place value, including large
numbers and decimals (e.g. what is the value of the ‘7’ in 276,541?; find the
difference between the largest and smallest whole numbers that can be made
from using three digits; 8.09 = 8 + 9/__ ; 28.13 = 28 +__+ 0.03).
▪ The pupil can calculate mentally, using efficient strategies such as manipulating
expressions using commutative and distributive properties to simplify the
calculation (e.g. 53 – 82 + 47 = 53 + 47 – 82 = 100 – 82 = 18; 20 × 7 × 5
= 20 × 5 × 7 = 100 × 7 = 700; 53 ÷ 7 + 3 ÷ 7 = (53 +3) ÷ 7 = 56 ÷ 7 =
8).
▪ The pupil can use formal methods to solve multi-step problems (e.g. find the
change from £20 for three items that cost £1.24, £7.92 and £2.55; a roll of
material is 6m long: how much is left when 5 pieces of 1.15m are cut from the
roll?; a bottle of drink is 1.5 litres, how many cups of 175ml can be filled from
the bottle, and how much drink is left?).

KS2: Maths expectations
▪ The pupil can recognise the relationship between fractions, decimals and
percentages and can express them as equivalent quantities (e.g. one piece of
cake that has been cut into 5 equal slices can be expressed as 15 or 0.2 or 20%
of the whole cake).
▪ The pupil can calculate using fractions, decimals or percentages
▪ The pupil can substitute values into a simple formula to solve problems (e.g.
perimeter of a rectangle or area of a triangle).
▪ The pupil can calculate with measures (e.g. calculate length of a bus journey
given start and end times; convert 0.05km into m and then into cm).
▪ The pupil can use mathematical reasoning to find missing angles (e.g. the missing
angle in an isosceles triangle when one of the angles is given; the missing angle in
a more complex diagram using knowledge about angles at a point and vertically
opposite angles).

KS2: Reading expectations
The pupil can:
▪ read age-appropriate books with confidence and fluency (including whole novels);
▪ read aloud with intonation that shows understanding;
▪ work out the meaning of words from the context;
▪ explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, drawing inferences
and justifying these with evidence;
▪ predict what might happen from details stated and implied;
▪ retrieve information from non-fiction;
▪ summarise main ideas, identifying key details and using quotations for illustration;
▪ evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the
impact on the reader;
▪ make comparisons within and across books.

KS2: Writing expectations
The pupil can write for a range of purposes and audiences (including writing a short story):
▪ creating atmosphere, and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action;
▪ selecting vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect the level of formality required
mostly correctly;
▪ using a range of cohesive devices, including adverbials, within and across sentences and
paragraphs;
▪ using passive and modal verbs mostly appropriately;
▪ using a wide range of clause structures, sometimes varying their position within the sentence;
▪ using adverbs, preposition phrases and expanded noun phrases effectively to add detail,
qualification and precision;
▪ using inverted commas, commas for clarity, and punctuation for parenthesis mostly correctly,
and making some correct use of semi-colons, dashes, colons and hyphens;
▪ spelling most words correctly, including common exception words;
▪ maintaining legibility, fluency and speed in joined handwriting.

KS2: Grammar expectations
Pupils should be taught to:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

recognise vocabulary and structures that are appropriate for formal speech and writing,
including subjunctive forms;
use passive verbs to affect the presentation of information in a sentence;
use the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and cause;
use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information concisely;
use modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility;
use relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that or with an implied
(i.e. omitted) relative pronoun;
using commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in writing;
using hyphens to avoid ambiguity;
using brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis;
using semi-colons, colons or dashes to mark boundaries between independent clauses;
using a colon to introduce a list;
punctuating bullet points consistently.

KS2: Grammar expectations
Word:
▪ the difference between vocabulary typical of informal speech and
vocabulary appropriate for formal speech and writing [for example, find out
– discover; ask for – request; go in – enter];
▪ how words are related by meaning as synonyms and antonyms [for example,
big, large, little].
Sentence:
▪ use of the passive to affect the presentation of information in a sentence [for
example, I broke the window in the greenhouse versus The window in the
greenhouse was broken (by me)];
▪ the difference between structures typical of informal speech and structures
appropriate for formal speech and writing [for example, the use of question
tags: He’s your friend, isn’t he?, or the use of subjunctive forms such as If I were
or Were they to come in some very formal writing and speech].

KS2: Grammar expectations
Text:
▪ linking ideas across paragraphs using a wider range of cohesive devices:
repetition of a word or phrase, grammatical connections [for example, the
use of adverbials such as on the other hand, in contrast, or as a consequence],
and ellipsis;
▪ layout devices [for example, headings, sub-headings, columns, bullets, or
tables, to structure text].
Punctuation:
▪ use of the semi-colon, colon and dash to mark the boundary between
independent clauses [for example, It’s raining; I’m fed up];
▪ use of the colon to introduce a list and use of semi-colons within lists;
▪ punctuation of bullet points to list information;
▪ how hyphens can be used to avoid ambiguity [for example, man
eating shark versus man-eating shark, or recover versus re-cover].

Formalised tests

In order to support our teacher assessments,
and to monitor and evaluate the progress of
pupils throughout the school, children in each
year group will sit a formal test at least once a
year to provide them with a standardised score.

